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Sudden Unexpected Infant Death

SUID +
Accidental Suffocation

Unknown/SIDS



SUID IS A MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO INFANT MORTALITY

Infant Mortality, US, 2020
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SUID is the leading threat to the lives of babies discharged from the hospital after birth –
babies who were otherwise expected to live.

Neonatal mortality = Death in the 1st month of life Post-neonatal mortality = Death from 1-month to 1-year of life
Infant Mortality



INFANT MORTALITY IS THE 3RD LEADING DRIVER OF THE
LIFE EXPECTANCY GAP IN CHICAGO

Data source and figure from Healthy Chicago 2025
Closing Our Life Expectancy Gap, 2022



Media Reporting of SUID
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https://www.cdc.gov/sids/data.htm
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CHILDHOOD INJURY MORTALITY RATES AND PERCEIVED RISK

Our society is justifiably aware of the risk of death to children from motor vehicle crashes and firearms, 
however remains far less aware of the risk of death to infants from SUID – despite a 10 times risk to infants. 

Deaths per 100,000 persons ages 1-24-years from MVC and Firearms

Deaths per 100,000 infants 
ages 0-12-months from SUID

Back to Sleep



RACE AND ETHNIC SUID DISPARITIES ARE MAGNIFIED IN LARGE CITIES

Boyer BT, Lowell GS, Roehler DR, Quinlan KP. Racial and ethnic 
disparities of sudden unexpected infant death in large US cities: a 
descriptive epidemiological study. Inj Epidemiol. 2022 Mar 25;9(1):12.

In Chicago, Black infants die of SUID at 
over 12 times the rate of white infants; 
Hispanic infants die of SUID at over 2 
times the rate of white infants



VOICES OF CHILD HEALTH IN CHICAGO - 2022 

Attridge M, Heffernan ME, Smith TL, Bendelow A, Menker C, Macy 
ML, Davis MM. Infant Sleep Practices in Chicago Families, Voices 
of Child Health in Chicago Report. Vol 4, Number 1. January 2022. 
Available at luriechildrens.org/voices.
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What is the SUID Case Registry?

• As part of the Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID) 
and Sudden Death in the Young (SDY) Case Registry, 
CDC’s Division of Reproductive Health supports SUID 
monitoring programs in 22 states and jurisdictions, 
covering about 1 in 3 SUID cases in the United States. 

• The SUID and SDY Case Registry builds on child death 
review programs and uses the National Center for 
Fatality Review and Prevention’s Case Reporting System, 
bringing together information about the circumstances 
associated with SUID and SDY cases, as well as 
information about investigations into these deaths.

• Participating states and jurisdictions use data about SUID 
and SDY trends and circumstances to develop strategies 
to reduce future deaths. Cook County’s SUID Case Registry began in 2019

Description and map from: https://www.cdc.gov/sids/case-registry.htm

https://www.ncfrp.org/cdr/
https://www.ncfrp.org/data/nfr-crs/
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The Sleep Environment
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2019 Cook County SUID



Sleep-Related Infant Deaths (45)
Unsafe sleep factors
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Sleep-Related Infant Deaths (45)
Demographics
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Sleep-Related Infant Deaths (45)
Risk Factors

Geographic distribution
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Moving Forward
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Partnering for prevention

SUID Cook County Report 2019
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2019 Cook County SUID Report Dissemination
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PREVENTING SUID: TURNING DATA TO ACTION
WITH CPASS CHICAGO
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CPASS CHICAGO SLEEPS SAFE!
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP APPROACHES FOR SAFE SLEEP

Next week…


